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The Delhi Declaration on Artificial Intelligence, 
signed in February 2026 during the AI Impact 
Summit in New Delhi, constitutes one of the 
broadest diplomatic agreements reached regard-
ing this emerging technology (1). With the back-
ing of 88 and 89 countries, including the United 
States, China, and the European Union, the doc-
ument establishes global ethical principles and 
mechanisms for international cooperation in re-
sponse to the rapid development of AI (1,2). This 
pact reflects the growing perception that AI has 
shifted from an experimental domain to a strate-
gic infrastructure of global reach (3).

Fundamental Principles 
The Declaration is structured around three main 
pillars: 
1)	 Safety and Reliability: Signatories empha-

size the importance of developing robust, 
reliable AI systems capable of minimizing 
risks and avoiding critical errors and harm-
ful biases (2,5). 

2)	 Ethics and Transparency: The consolidation 
of a global ethical framework is proposed 
as a common reference. Transparency in 
the design, development, and deployment 
of these systems is considered essential for 

building trust and facilitating international 
cooperation (1,6). 

3)	 Multilateral Cooperation: The agreement 
promotes the creation of a “global security 
repository” to share manuals, protocols, and 
best practices aimed at preventing failures 
and misuse of AI (1,5).

Economic and Social 
Impact
The Declaration acknowledges that AI is already 
a driver of innovation impacting sectors such as 
health, education, environment, and public ad-
ministration (2). Furthermore, it underscores the 
need to reduce technological gaps between devel-
oped and developing countries, promoting more 
equitable access to resources and benefits associ-
ated with AI (3,6). This approach aligns with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Commitments of the 
Signatories 
Although voluntary in nature, the commitments 
made possess legitimacy due to the number of 
participating countries. Notable among these 
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commitments are: • Adopting national policies 
aligned with principles of safety and ethics • 
Sharing best practices, protocols, and security 
standards (5) • Fostering shared responsibility in 
AI governance (2).

The non-binding nature reflects the difficulty 
of reaching mandatory consensus on emerging 
technologies while simultaneously indicating an 
intention to create a common foundation for fu-
ture regulatory frameworks (6).

Future Perspectives 
The Declaration is conceived as a starting point 
towards more consolidated global governance. 
Its projections include: • Mechanisms for joint 
monitoring and evaluation • Building an inter-
national ecosystem based on trust • Future nego-
tiations of binding agreements on safety, ethics, 
and technological equity (3,6).

Prioritized Ethical 
Dimensions 
The agreement presents six fundamental ethi-
cal components: • Global Ethical Framework: 

Universal principles for the responsible develop-
ment of AI (1) • Transparency and Trust: Open-
ness in design and deployment processes (2) • 
Shared Responsibility: International cooperation 
as the core of governance (5) • Risk Prevention: 
Creation of the “global security repository” (1) • 
Social Impact: Ensuring that AI contributes to 
human well-being and sustainability (3) • Global 
Equity in Access: Reducing inequalities through 
accessible and collaborative resources (6).

Conclusions 
The Delhi Declaration represents a milestone in 
the international governance of artificial intelli-
gence. Although its commitments are non-bind-
ing, its contribution lies in articulating a broad 
consensus among states with diverse interests 
around common principles for its responsible 
development (5). From an academic perspective, 
the document is interpreted as an initial norma-
tive instrument that seeks to balance innovation 
and security and opens the door to future, more 
robust international agreements (6). At the time 
of writing this editorial, the final version of the 
Declaration was not yet available, which will 
surely be the subject of further discussion.
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